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A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Originating in the Berau district of Indonesia’s East Kalimantan province, the 
traditional Lamin houses of the legendary Dayak tribe provide the inspiration for 
this authentic ornament made of solid durable hardwood. The beautiful ethnic 
carvings are not only a distinctive architectural feature of the Lamin house, but 
are also believed to protect the house against powerful black magic. The carved 
ornaments are also often painted in vivid colours which have hidden meanings: 
bold and vibrant red expresses bravery, bright shining yellow symbolises dignity, 
while the monochrome contrast of black and white por trays shade and purity. Lobby Living Room

Lobby

Panahat Bura features human-like figures beautifully car ved from wood, and is 
one of the most ancient and mythical crafts in Dayak culture. The Dayak car vings 
are often designed in the form of a house fence, statues, house pillars and other 
extraordinar y works of ar t. The origins of Panahat Bura trace back to Batu 
Baroq village in West Kutai, East Kalimantan, where a fence of wooden sculptures 
graciously welcomes visitors to the Panahat Bura ar t galler y. The galler y houses 
a display of exquisite antique ornaments, and presents performances of classical 
Dayak dances and songs.

TRADITIONAL HOUSE OF EAST KALIMANTAN F E N C E  F R O M  T H E  D AYA K  C U LT U R E

L A M I N P A N A H A T  B U R A



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

The Palu Gong is a traditional 
musical instrument of Palu in Central 
Sulawesi. Typically crafted from iron, 
brass or copper, this remarkable 
instrument was also in the past used 
to resolve conflicts as well as provide 
warnings and evacuation aler ts to 
the community in the event of a 
natural disaster. The gong features 
three circular layers and a sphere at 
the centre that protrudes out. One 
of the largest Palu Gongs can be 
found at the monument of Nosarara 
Nosabatutu, which was built to 
promote unity in diversity, with the 
gong serving as a symbol of peace, 
brotherhood and harmony. 

In line with its commitment to respect and preserve local traditions, and protect 
the environment through a policy of sustainability, Alila Villas Uluwatu embraces the 
beauty of nature and local culture in its landscape design. Its modern interpretation 
of the beautiful Balinese aesthetic is enhanced by a sophisticated system of water 
conservation that recycles water for garden irrigation. Ornamental pools and black 
stone retention ponds integrate organically with the landscape and the vast blue 
expanse of the Indian Ocean beyond. 

SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE DESIGN GONG FROM CENTRAL SULAWESI

W A T E R  F E A T U R E S P A L U  G O N G 

View from the Lobby Living Room

Lobby Corridor

Lobby Corridor



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Made of rare Uru wood, Tongkonan is the traditional ancestral house of the 
Toraja tr ibe of South Sulawesi. The house is ornamented with wood panels 
intr icately car ved and painted with unique patterns and motifs. Each singular 
wood block is a work of traditional ar t, featur ing figures of plants and animals 
as well as cultural histor y. Besides a decorative element, the panels are also 
believed to provide protection and symbolise different meanings, such as 
fer tility, power and prosperity.

Originally from Java, Tjaps (pronounced as chops) are beautiful handmade copper 
stamps that are precisely cut, shaped and soldered into classic hand-drawn batik 
patterns and shapes. Each collection of Tjaps is creatively arranged into consecutive 
stamps, then dipped into hot wax and carefully stamped onto fabric. Tjaps are used 
in the creation of Batik Tambal (patchwork batik), a vintage Indonesian treasure 
that is individually handcrafted and unique, and has evolved over time to reflect 
contemporary trends.

TRADITIONAL TORAJAN HOUSE JAVANESE BATIK MOTIFS AND STAMPS

T O N G K O N A N T J A P S

Wall & Ceiling at QuilaHill Villa



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Baskom Cukli is an indigenous craft of Lombok, an island in the West Nusa Tenggara 
province of Indonesia. Made from high quality wood, this colourful wooden bowl 
is decorated with vibrant tribal patterns, typically geometric or floral patterns. 
Baskom Cukli are made in various sizes and are multifunctional, often used for 
eating or for decorative purposes.

The Jukung is a major mode of transpor t for the people of Borneo, Kalimantan, 
who use it to cross Sarawak’s beautiful Batang Rejang river, dubbed the ‘Amazon 
of Borneo’. Known as the ‘flying coffin’ boat, the Jukung is suppor ted by strong long 
wooden blocks and side wings that stabilise the boat when cruising. Besides being 
an essential means of crossing the river, the Jukung is also crucial to the livelihoods 
of the local communities.

The Warung

Near the Main Pool

WINGED BOAT OF KALIMANTAN WINGED BOAT OF KALIMANTAN

J U K U N G  B A N T E N B A S K O M  C U K L I



Hillside Villa View



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

The Warung’s tantalising presentation of condiments is inspired by the Congklak, 
one of the oldest known board games in Indonesia. It is thought to have arrived in 
Indonesia from Africa during the days of the spice trade. Made of wood, the board is 
inspired by the cowrie shell, which Congklak is named after, and has nine holes carved 
on each player’s side. Board designs vary from simple, unadorned wood, to the more 
elaborate boat-shaped designs that are common in Central Java, intricately carved 
and painted in red and gold to resemble Javanese dragons. Congklak is traditionally 
played using seashells equally distributed between the two players.

The Kendi displayed at Alila Villas Uluwatu are handmade from pure ground 
Indonesian clay and come from the royal city of Solo in Central Java. In olden 
days, the Kendi was commonly used as a water jug. It was historically known as 
the ‘Indonesian teapot’ due to its bulbous pumpkin shape. Traditionally, Kendi 
are believed to keep the water inside cold and fresh, to heal var ious illnesses 
and sickness.

A TRADITIONAL INDONESIAN GAME WATER JUG FROM SOLO

C O N G K L A K K E N D I

The Warung

The Warung



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Tempayan, also known locally 
as Tanjau or Balanga, is a vase 
originating from Indonesia’s Dayak 
tribe, made from layers of ground 
clay, a pinch of gold, and various 
kinds of diamonds. Beautiful motifs 
and patterns are drawn around the 
vase, each with a different purpose 
or meaning. Historically, Tempayan 
were used as a dowry by the people 
of West Kalimantan, and were 

Since ancient times, this long traditional canoe made from sago trees has remained 
essential to the way of life for the Asmat tribe of Papua. Everyday life for the 
Asmat people is dependent on their canoe, for transpor tation, expeditions, and for 
their livelihoods, enabling them to suppor t their families financially. The traditional 
method of paddling the canoe is unique, with all the paddlers standing upright and 
skilfully maintaining their balance as they pull their blades through the water.

commonly used to hold offerings 
during spiritual r ituals and ancestor 
worship. Over time, Tempayan found 
many other uses: as storage for food, 
as a hiding place for treasures buried 
in the ground, and as a container 
for messages and unwanted items 
floated out to sea. Tempayan remains 
a valuable item of heritage passed 
down as a family treasure and a 
symbol of wealth. 

Lobby Corridor

Library

VASE FROM WEST KALIMANTAN OF THE ASMAT TRIBE, PAPUA

T E M P A Y A N C A N O E 



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Placed on the roof of a traditional Sumbanese house, Sumba Kadu Uma comprises 
a pair of wooden statues, a male and a female. These hand-carved human-like 
figures are not only an ar tistic house ornament, but are also believed to protect 
the house and its residents from any danger. 

A remarkably strong wood native to the forests of Kalimantan, Ulin is naturally a 
dark hazel colour, darker compared to most woods. In heat and cold, in monsoon 
rain and storms, Ulin wood is known for its extraordinary durability in all conditions. 
For centuries, it has been used for construction, including among the Dayak tribes 
who live on the riverside and in the middle of the forest, and build their houses 
on stilts to provide protection from floods and wild animals. Ulin wood also grows 
stronger and harder over time, offering stability and ear thquake resistance thanks 
to its ability to minimise vibrations. 

Library

Sunset Cabana Bar

SUMBANESE STATUES FROM KALIMANTAN

S U M B A  K A D U  U M A U L I N  W O O D



A R T  B O O K A R T  B O O K

Found in the Palimanan area in 
Cirebon, West Java, Palimanan stone 
is volcanic stone formed by magma 
found deep in the ear th’s crust that 
rises and cools on the ear th’s surface. 
The high level of minerals absorbed 
inside the stone causes a natural 
process of solidification, resulting 
in an extremely strong and durable 
stone. Palimanan stone is remarkably 
multifunctional, used as a main 
material in house construction as well 
as for building walls, swimming pools, 
gardens and gates. 

P A L I M A N A N  S T O N E

Throughout the Resort Corridor Walls

Quila Corridor

Lobby

The Warung Corridor
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